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Fourth graders Jrom Sunrzse Elementary in Sturgeon Bay, along wzth thezr teacher Bobby Deggendorf center , seine Big Creek for fish.

When science and math teacher Bobby Deggendorf
and teaching associate Steve mentum first envisioned an
after-school, outdoor immersion opportunity for their
fourth-graders, an important part of their goal was to pro-
vide some unstructured play time.

“Our plan was to give kids some time when teachers
and adults aren’t the ones telling them what to do,”
Deggendorf explamed “And, we wanted to immerse them

4} in their local ecosystem, not
just seeing iton T, or reading
about it. Crossroads at Big
Creek offers the perfect place
for this to happen.”

Last spring, on Wednesday
afternoons, the inaugural class
of 20 to 30 Explorers walked
from Sturgeon Bay’s Sunrise
Elementary School to Cross-
roads. After a quick snack,
they’d participate in a loosely

etting in touch with nature
at Crossroads.

structured group activity, often taking advantage of sea-
sonal events. “When the suckers were running in April,
Deggendorf said, we plunged into the creek with seine
nets to capture and observe them. One week we rescued
tadpoles from a low-water swale. Another week we learned
fire-building skills.”

After the group activity, students were set loose to fol-
low their fancy - join a pick-up game of Capture the Flag in
the arboretum, build a fort in the woods, or simply explore.

mentum was encouraged by the program'’s popularity. “It
didn’t take long for word to get out at school that this was
tons of fun. The spots filled up almost immediately,” he
said.

Beyond fun, mentum admits to an ulterior motive.
“Along with learning to be comfortable outdoors, we’re
teaching self-direction. We’re allowing kids to socialize on
their own terms and, in the process, they're learning more
about themselves,” he said. “Perhaps most significantly, by
immersing Kids in this beautiful place, we’d like to think
we’re inspiring the next generation of its caretakers.”
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inspire environmental
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learners of all ages.
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Amazing things happen
at Crossroads!

A s I write this, fall is in the air and snow will soon be on the
ground. This is without question one of my favorite times of
year. I absolutely love the feeling that comes from a crisp,
fall-morning hike with my dogs at Crossroads. But ... I digress.
First, I want to reflect on just a few of the amazing things that have happened at
Crossroads in recent months.

In June, our 10th Annual Crossroads Trail Run drew more than 400 runners
and walkers. The day was beautiful and I am thankful to all the wonderful
volunteers, sponsors and participants who participated in the event that raised
over $10,000! The proceeds support our Ski for Free program and help keep
Crossroads’ property in shape for all of our school groups, hikers and dog
walkers like me!

Another successful event was the inaugural Honey Harvest held this past
August. The event was organized by the Door County Beekeepers Club and it
allowed learners of all ages to participate in activities like candlemaking and
honey extraction from live hives. This was fascinating to see!

I am also thrilled to share the news that Crossroads received an Aerospace
Outreach Award, accompanied by a $3,000 gdrant, at the Wisconsin Space Grant
Consortium’s annual conference. We received this award thanks to collabora-
tion with the Door Peninsula Astronomical Society and the Door County Library
System. This grant was used to expand space education to schools and youth
and adult groups.

Of course, there is so much more that happened at Crossroads this summer
and early fall - everything from naturalist programs for families to Heritage
Garden harvests to archeological digs. It's my hope that you had a chance to
take part in it. To find out about upcoming opportunities, check out our website,
www.crossroadsatbigcreek.com, or like our Facebook page.

At Crossroads, we remain steadfast in our commitment to being a resource
for the entire community. As our new membership brochure states, “Crossroads
is open every day - at no charge - for all to enjoy.” We will be working hard in
the coming months to broaden Crossroads’ base of support so we can continue
to fulfill our mission and strive to serve the community in new ways.

Thank you for being a part of Crossroads at Big Creek!
Sincerely,

Matt Luders
Board of Directors president and dog walker

Crossroads welcomes area groups and individuals on a daily basis.
April - September
BY THE NUMBERS

School group participants: 1,451

Youth group participants (non-school): 307

Adult educational event participants: 1,630

Other adult group event participants: 709

Special event participants: 573

Walkers, hikers, bikers, canoeists & kayakers: countless!



2019 Spring Summer in review

rail Run 2019 - 400 runners and
walkers took to the trails for Cross-
roads’ 10th annual Trail Run. The
run raises $10,000 to support
Crossroads’ mission and programs.

Water,est - Crossroads’ educational theme for 2019
was the Great Lakes. Many events were planned in
collaboration with Celebrate Water Door County. First
and second graders from Sawyer Elementary School in
Sturgeon Bay examine a variety of fish caught at

The Cove Preserve - rainbow trout, baby northern pike,
suckers and more. Warden Chris of the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources assists. Jm-

Honey har: est - poor County
Beekeepers Community Honey
Harvest was abuzz with activity.
Two apiarists demonstrate honey
extraction from the demonstrg-
' tion flow hive at Crossroads,

Heritage Garden - summer
Educator Joan Wilkie, second from
right, gives a tour of Crossroads’
Heritage Garden as part of the
summer educational offerings.
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Thank you, Rich

Four years ago, when Rich Propsom interviewed for the position of Land and Fa-
cilities Manager at Crossroads, he told our committee that he “saw himself as being
more than a custodian.” We had no idea how much MORE would turn out to be.

Propsom developed the concept for and designed our environmentally friendly
parking lot. He created the beautiful rock gardens and planted the native wildflowers
around the learning center. He renovated the restrooms. He built furniture for the
lower level learning space and created our electric kiosk. He planned and oversaw
the installation of the dock and kayak landing at The Cove Preserve. And, he up-
graded our trail system and opened up acres and acres of the preserves that were
overgrown with buckthorn, honeysuckle and other invasive species.

And, oh yes ... he fixed equipment and mowed and plowed and groomed and
maintained the buildings.

Crossroads’ swale system

Perhaps Propsom’s most impressive accomplishment, though, was the creation of
Crossroads’ swale system. The swales that buffer the Collins Learning Center are a
series of deep soil depressions connected by ditches. They were designed to restore
the historic drainage pattern of surface water in the Big Creek Preserve while en-
hancing wildlife habitat by creating a number of longer-lasting ponds.

This year was supposed to be the “dry run” for our new swale system. Summer

Rich Propsom retired from his and fall 2019 turned out to be anything but dry. We are thrilled to report that even
position as Crossroads’ Land and during repeated extreme rain events, the swale system exceeded expectations. The
Facility Manager in 2019. swales carried water away from the parking lot and buildings and filtered and
He is pictured in front of one cleaned it before it entered Big Creek. In addition, they provided prime habitat for
of the swales he designed. frogs, toads and birds.

Propsom retired in the spring of 2019. We are grateful for his many contributions
to Crossroads at Big Creek.

Photo by Jeff Schmid

s gie e E :
A portion of Crossroads’ new swale system is visible to the left of the Collins Learning Center.

The system mimics Big Creek’s natural hydrology and provides wetland habitat.
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Improvements planned for popular Cove Preserve

The Cove Preserve, where Big Creek spills into
Sturgeon Bay, is a 9-acre shoreland jewel. The property,

slated for homesites, was purchased by Crossroads in 2016.

Designated a state-registered archaeological site, it was a
seasonal settlement for generations of

Native Americans. It now welcomes hundreds of school
children for educational programs each year. It also
provides habitat for spawning fish and attracts a variety of
waterfowl. For thousands of years, it’s been a busy place!

In 2018, it got even busier. With help from Leadership
Door County, Crossroads installed a observation platform
and floating kayak and canoe launch at the site.

The popularity of the preserve, which is open to the
public at no charge, has necessitated a safe, well-designed
parking area and appropriate signage. Crossroads has cre-
ated a plan that will accomplish these objectives without
negatively impacting the environment or the aesthetics of
the area. The plan includes a pull-through driveway for
school buses. It routes traffic away from the archaeological
site and it protects fish habitat by inhibiting silt erosion
into the bay. It also includes a pull-up area near the launch
for unloading boats.

Total project costs for improvements to The Cove are
expected to be $65,000. For additional information or to
make a contribution, contact Crossroads Assistant Director
Laurel Hauser at laurel@crossroadsatbigcreek.org or call
920-746-5895.

Emily Rux: Archaeologist-in-residence

One of Crossroads’ 2019 strategic goals is to provide a
home base for “research-in-residence” programs. Toward
this goal, we are pleased to
welcome Emily Rux as an
archaeologist-in-residence.
Rux is an archaeological
technician and works with
Midwest Archaeology
Consultants. She will be
cleaning, evaluating and
cataloguing artifacts that
area middle school stu-
dents have helped discover
at The Cove and Ida Bay
preserves over the past six
years. The sites have
yielded evidence of flint-
knapping (stone tool
making), partial and
intact projectile points and prehistoric ceramic fragments
indicative of the Middle and Late Woodland eras, approxi-
mately 1,500 to 2,000 years ago.

Archaeological technician Emily Rux
is an archaeologist-in-residence at
Crossroads at Big Creek.

Crossroads’ archeologist-in-residence program is funded
in part by the Raibrook Foundation and a grant from the
Wisconsin Humanities Council, with funds from the
National Endowment for the Humanities.

Welcome, Laurel Hauser and Nick Lutzke

Laurel Hauser was hired in April of
2019 as the Assistant Director at Cross-
roads. She worked for many years as the
Director of Charitable Giving for the
Door County Land Trust and as editor of
the Washington Island Observer.

The opportunity that excites her most
at Crossroads? “I'd like to expand Cross-
roads’ base of support to fuel growth.
Crossroads is an incredible asset to the
Door County community. I'll be working to make sure
the community is involved in envisioning and creating
Crossroads’ future.”

Laurel Hauser,
Assistant Director

Laurel and her husband, John, live in Sturgeon Bay.

Nick Lutzke joined the Crossroads staff
in April of 2019 as the Land and Facilities
Manager after years in the private sector in
manufacturing management. He is an ar-
dent outdoor enthusiast. “I've spent most
of my life outdoors - hiking, camping,
studying and just enjoying nature. I'm hap-
piest when I'm outside.”

The opportunity that excites him most
at Crossroads? “Taking care of the land.
Making sure Mother Nature gets the
foothold she needs to make this ecosystem thrive.”

Nick Lutzke, Land and
Facilities Manager

Nick lives with his wife, Krista, and son, Owen, in
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2019 Financial Supporters

BIOME CLUB
$10,000 & above
Don and Coggin Heeringa
Skinner Family Foundation*

ECOSYSTEM CLUB
$5,000 to $9,999
Brian and Joan Wake Fund*
Jim and Cathy Collins
Christine Gritzmacher and

Tom Pollock

BIG CREEK CLUB
$1,000 to $4,999
Anonymous

Anonymous

Father Anthony Birdsall Fund*

Paul Burfon

Dennis and Bonnie Connolly

Door County Community Foundation
Door County Master Gardeners
Door County Medical Center
Peggy Kelsey

Tom and Bev Lisle Fund*

Noon Rotary Club of Sturgeon Bay
Ross Estate Planning

Bela and Ruth Sandor

Gretchen Schmelzer

Jim and Tina Stawicki

Sturgeon Bay Utilities

WETLAND CLUB
$500 to $999
Breakfast Rotary Club of Sturgeon Bay
Jane Bruesch
C & S Manufacturing
Carol DeVault State Farm Insurance
Mary Jane Combs
Carol Coryell Scholarship for
Deserving Students Fund*
David and Janet Daniel
Fran and Arliss Everson
Bruce and Grace Frudden
James Hoehn and Nancy Goldberg
John and Laurel Hauser Fund*
Cliff and Clara Herlache
Heritage Fund*
John & Nell Herlache
Community Impact Fund*
Rick and Nancy Jeanquart Fund*
Randy and Mary Kenny
John and Karen Kierstyn
Karl and Lucy Klug
Joy Maccaux
Bob and Carol Moellenberndt
Ivy Nelson
Bill and Befty Parsons
Patricia Stierna
John and Deanna Swanson
Michael and Barbara Sweeney
Daniel and Heidi Tomaszewski
Karen Urban-Dickson and Jan Dickson
Annette and John Vincent
Norm and Mabel Watkins

Total cash gifts received between January 1, 2019, and October 15, 2019.

FOREST CLUB
$250 to $499
Animal Clinic of Sturgeon Bay
Baudhuin Incorporated
William and Yvonne Boettcher
Jim and Barbara Bunning
Tom and Lisa Clay
Dentistry by Design
Door County Dental Care
Door County Green Fund*
Eagle Mechanical
Paul Gorski and
Deb Whitelaw Gorski
John Guenther
Herbert Kohl Philanthropies
Kenneth and Jean Hill
Hope Church Fellowship
Horseshoe Bay Golf Club
Huehns Funeral Home
Jilot Insurance
Lucy Kile
Marilyn Liebe
Ron and Judy Lokken
Jim and Valerie Maki
Pam and Doug McGee
Merril
Anne and Dave Miller
Nicolet National Bank
Nor Door Sport and Cyclery
Peninsula Vision Care
Pinkert Law Firm
Reliable Automobile Sales
Ross Wealth Management
Staudenmaier Chiropractic
Wellness Center
Tadych’s Econo Foods
Jim and Donna Urban
Carissa Jean Vogel

MEADOW CLUB
$150 to $249

Connie Acker

Phil Biebl and Kevin Grohskopf
Kathy and Thad Birmingham
Friends of Crossroads

Susan Gilson

Gary and Barbara Henkelmann
DeAnne Hoffmann

Dale and Joan Jeanquart
Melissa Nelson

Madelyn Ostrand

Sandra Ott

Jeff and Barb Ottum

Bill and Barb Perloff

Rotary Inferact

Bill and Mary Jo Schaars
Carl and Ruth Scholz

Peter and Carrie Sherrill

Tim and Sue Stone

Wayne and Geri Szuberla
Jonathan and Cindy Wargo
Carmen Youra

PRAIRIE CLUB

$149 and below

Eileen Andera

Helen Jane Anschutz

Sara Anschutz

Sue and Dean Anschutz

John and Sandy Asher

John and Carol Bartoszek

Bay Electronics

Jeff and Jennelle Berg

Phillip and Cynthia Block

Carol Bockhop

Laurel Braatz and Tim Fiest

Richard and Kathleen Buelow

John and Kathy Campbell

Barb Chisholm

Peter and Carol Clikeman

George and Margaret Collier

Karen Cowan

CTI Hospitality

Alwin Curtis and Jan Livingston

Jane Dalton

Nancy Davis

Nellie DeBaker

Patti Delsart and Robert Florence

Robert and Lu Ann Desotelle

Rich and Sandra Dirks

Door County Environmental Council

Door County Eye Associates

Dorsal LLC

Ed and Adele Douglass

Joan Draeb

Ecology Sports

June Ehrbar

Ellsworth and Carla Peterson
Charitable Foundation

Mardele and lone Engleking

Jen Ford

Philip and Sandra Fransen

Emery and Pam Freiberg

Elaine Gabert

Bob and Julie Gebauer

Judith Germain

Ronn and Mary Gilbert

Mary and Dale Goodner

Joyce and Phil Gordon

Susan Gould

Tim and Barb Graul

Michael Gray

Michael and Holly Green

Marjorie Grutzmacher

Jerry and Mary Lou Guth

Jane Guthrie

HP and Associates

Havegard Farms

Ruth Hellmann

Daniel Herrbold

Dean and Julie Hoegger

Kathleen and Harlan Hoffman

Dave Holzinger

Robert and Rebecca Hoover

Robert and Nancy Hunsader

Amanda Igra

Innovative Printing

Margo Ireland
Jacksonport Women's Club
Karen A. Johnson

Delane Jome

Gary and Michelle Kemp
KerberRose

Robert and Janice King
Dave and Sarah Koelling
Linda Kohn

Darlene and Tom Kolp

Sue Kunz

Cathy and Wally Laba
Lake Michigan Wind and Sun
Lakeshores Landscape and Design
Paul Lambeck

Jeffrey and Brenda Lange
Chris and Connie Larsen
Robert and Heidi Larson
Norb and Pat Lenius

John and Elsie Lindgren
Deborah Logerquist

Steve and Rose Lorenz
Grant and Jill Mackey-Feist
Barb and Mike Madden
Marilyn Mahlberg

Marian Mailand

Nancy Mattke

Bob McCurdy

Meissner Landscape
Shaun and Susan Melarvie
William and Julia Meyers
Janet Mickelson

Midwest Dental

Allen Miller and Victoria Dirst
Joyce Miller

Tom and Claire Minahan
Evelyn and Curt Mingle
Barbara Nash and William Willers
Susan Nelson

Olson Dental

Aaron and Sarah Olson
Jan Olson

Eric and Dee Paulsen

Jon and Leanne Pinkert
Roger and Sara Pinkert

Bill and Sonja Polster
Steve and Caroline Polster
Nancy Rafal

Glenn and Karen Reichard
Greg Ristow

Beth Robertson-Yount
Deborah Rosenthal

Kathy Rowe

Bob and Sue Ryan
Stephen Scheil

Megan Schliesman and Brent Sieling
Rod and Marian Schlise
Tom and Mac Schueppert
Pete and Carol Schuster
George and Susan Sergeant

continued on next page
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2019 Financial Supporters, continued

PRAIRIE CLUB, continued

Dennis and Marguerite Skahen
Lee Somerville

Gary Soule

Dennis and Pam Starr

Keith and Yvonne Stukenberg
Nancy Tlachac

Mike and Carrol Toneys

*Denotes a fund of the Door County Community Foundation

Ken and Peg Turk

Veronica Vincent and
Robert Wertheimer

Tom and Barbara Voegele

Dale and Jeanne Vogel

Trudy Voss

Memorial, tribute and special gifts
Received between January 1, 2019, and October 15, 2019.

In memory of...

John and Helen Collins
Mardele and Lone Engleking

Joan Draeb
Pete and Carol Schuster

Leif Everson
Bill and Sonja Polster

Angie Gilson
Susan Gilson
Yvonne and Keith Stuckenberg

Earl Hellmann

Bonnie and Carol Anderson

Richard and Kathleen Buelow

Vicki Burke

Mary Eckhoff

Friends at the Inn

Kate Lombardi

Mike and Barb Madden

Jeanne and Dale Schopf

Swidergal Family

Nancy Tlachac

Veronica Vincent and
Robert Wertheimer

Norm and Mabel Watkins

J. Miichell Mackey
Jill Mackey-Feist

James Powers
Dee and Eric Paulsen

Roy Raynier
Connie and Chris Larsen

James Powers
Dee and Eric Paulsen

Steve Schmelzer
Gretchen Schmelzer

Reta Schmidt
Bob and Julie Gebauer
Joyce and Phil Gordon
Tim and Barb Graul
Kathleen and Harlan Hoffman
Robert and Nancy Hunsader
Karen A. Johnson
Robert and Heidi Larson
Jim and Valerie Maki

Carla Peterson

Glenn and Karen Reichard
Dennis and Marguerite Skahen
Trudy Voss

Alison Walker

Dr. Frank Shaw
University of Wisconsin
Colleges Online

John Yount
Robert W. Florence and
Patti A. Delsart

David and Sarah Koelling
Linda Kohn
Michael and Melissa Wagner

In honor of...

Jane and Gerry Berg
Brian and Joan Wake

Coggin Heeringa
Steve and Rose Lorenz

Rich Propsom
Laurel and John Hauser
Coggin and Don Heeringa

George Roenning
Mike and Barb Madden

Brian and Joan Wake
Jen Ford

Joan Wilkie
Jacksonport Women's Club

Special gifts

Dennis Connolly

Door County Advocate

Door County Daily News

Door County Historical Society
Eamon Forslund

Art and Earlene Lutzke
Richard's Antiques

Ray Roberts

Sturgeon Bay Moravian Church
WDOR

Cathy Vuksonovic

Chuck and Suzanne Wagner
Michael and Melissa Wagner
Linda Walczak

Elizabeth and Joe Wallner
Alison Walker

Michael and Millirose Walker
Richard and Mari Weidman
George and Cathy Wentz
Dwight and Pam Zeller

Jan Ziemann

Tom Zwicky

Your gift deserves to be recognized. If we have made an error, please nofify us so we may correct our records.
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Thank you to our
generous sponsors!

Presenting sponsor
Door County Medical Center

Major sponsors
Sturgeon Bay Utilities
Evergreen Nursery

Supporting sponsors
Carol DeVault State Farm Insurance
Daniel and Heidi Tomaszewski

Maple Tree sponsors
Animal Clinic of Sturgeon Bay
Culligan of Door County
Dentistry by Design

Door County Daily News
Door County Dental Care
Jilot Insurance

Lautenbach Orchards

Jim and Val Maki

Max & Dee Honey Bees
Merrill

Nicolet National Bank
Nor Door Sport and Cyclery
Peninsula Vision Care
Ross Wealth Management
Staudenmaier Chiropractic
Sweet Mountain Farm
Tadych's Econo Foods
Target

Therma-Tron-X

WDOR

Deb Whitelaw-Gorski
Whitetails Unlimited

Dogwood sponsors

Lake Michigan Wind and Sun
Jim and Val Maki

Shaun and Susan Melarvie
Midwest Dental

Anne and Dave Miller

Pinkert Law Firm

Jon and Leanne Pinkert

Black-eyed Susan sponsors
Melissa Nelson

And thank you to the Trail Run Team!

Colleen Elliott
Theresa Kay-Meredith
Matt Luders

Rich Propsom

Kathy Saladin
Gretchen Schmelzer
Deb Whitelaw-Gorski
Jim Maki (Emeritus|

Thank you!

$1,000
Door County Medical Center
Ross Estate Planning

$500
C&S Manufacturing

$250

Baudhuin Incorporated
Eagle Mechanical
Horseshoe Bay Golf Club
Huehns Funeral Home
Nicolet National Bank
Pinkert Law Firm
Reliable Auto Sales

2019 Business Members

$100
Bay Electronics
CTl Hospitality
Door County Eye Associates
Dorsal LLC
Ecology Sports/Base Camp Coffee
Havegard Farms
Innovative Printing
Kerber Rose & Associates
Lakeshores Landscape and Design
LfpDesign! LLC
Meissner Landscape
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Photo by Nick Lutzke

A boy and his dog and an early morning sunrise at Crossroads.

Announcing Crossroads’ 2020 Educational Theme: Habitats

Within the Crossroads pre-
serve we find a number of
forests, several wetlands, a
creek, a shoreline, an upland
meadow and prairie plant-
ings—all important habitats,
and some of special value as
stopover habitats for migrating
birds and butterflies and for
spawning fish.

Our educational outreach for 2020 will revolve around
the topic of habitats - how to assess them, how to care for
them, how to restore them.

Investigate ~ We plan to review research pertaining to
habitats (including the history of human habitation) and
also to learn how other environmental centers are dealing
with habitat issues.

Inventory - We intend to inventory the plants and ani-
mals of Crossroads and to evaluate which plants are of
value and which should be removed and replaced.

Improve - We are in the process of developing land
management and invasive species mitigation plans with
the goal of making our habitats more productive.

Interpret - We will offer a variety of educational pro-
grams (many experience-based) on habitats for learners of
all ages.

Invite - We will invite the community to explore our
preserves by creating Habitat Loops — designated trails fea-
turing different habitats. We will be creating and distribut-
ing an interpretive trail guide to encourage our visitors to
learn about these special ecosystems.

Ski season is
upon us:
Calling
volunteers!

Calling volunteers who enjoy being outdoors, fitting
skiers with free-to-use equipment, and getting a thrill out
of the happiness skiers exude upon returning from their
first cross-country ski at Crossroads! So you’ve never done
anything like this before? Friends of Crossroads will provide
quick training, and you will always have a partner. Time
commitment is what you want it to be. If this sounds like
you, please call Gretchen at 920-493-0090 to volunteer.

!

e
and snowsho
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