














The�NERR�Site Evaluation Committee visited 
Crossroads at Big Creek in June of 2022.

UWGB announces natural area site recommendations 
for new National Estuarine Research Reserve
Crossroads included in Sturgeon Bay Unit

Crossroads at Big Creek is pleased to be named as one of the natural 
area sites preliminarily recommended by the University of Wisconsin 
– Green Bay for inclusion in the Bay of Green Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve (NERR). 

Crossroads is part of the Sturgeon Bay unit, which also includes the 
Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal Preserve, owned and managed by the Door 
County Land Trust, and land contiguous to Crossroads owned by the 
Sturgeon Bay School District. Other natural areas recommended for the 
NERR are lands near the mouth of the Peshtigo River and lands in the 
lower Green Bay area northeast and northwest of the City of Green Bay.

“NERR designation brings educational opportunities and research 
partnerships,” said Sturgeon Bay Mayor David Ward. “Crossroads has a 
long history of providing environmental education to our community and 
we’ll be excited to see that continue and expand as the NERR process unfolds.” 

NERR is a NOAA-funded national network of 30 sites designed to protect and study estuaries and their 
coastal wetlands. � e mission of the NERR system is to practice and promote stewardship of coasts and 
estuaries through innovative research, education, and training using a place-based system of protected areas.

O�  cial land and water boundaries for the Bay of Green Bay NERR will be determined in coming 
months and site selection for a NERR visitor/education center is expected to occur in 2023. More 
information is available at uwgb.edu/NERR.
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We’re here because you are! 
Become an annual member of Crossroads today. 

Donate at www.crossroadsatbigcreek.org. Thank you.

A community comes to Crossroads
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