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A volunteer crew has been hard at work preparing the barn for its 
next life. A hand-made skylight was removed from a lean-to metal 
roof by, left to right, Dave Young, Mike Madden, Crossroads Land 

and Facilities Manager Nick Lutzke, and Tom Krueger.

If you would like to contribute 
to this project, please send your donation to

Hand-crafted details added over decades 
tell the story of how people once lived 

on and worked the land.

Jock Wilcox holds the roots of a rhubarb plant that 
has grown on the southwest corner of the barn 

for many years. Even the plants will be replanted in 
place when the structure is recon� gured.

(continued from p. 10) 

iconic structures such as Aldo Leopold’s 
famous Shack or Write On Door County’s 
Norbert Blei Chicken Coop.

“Picture oilcloth-covered tables 
with old journals or � eld notes, well-
used binoculars hanging on a nail at 
the doorway, and bird lists and sketches 
tacked to the wall,” said Heeringa.

� e Barn Field Station will be an 
inviting space, a place for academic 
discourse, discussion, and bonding, a 
perfect setting for making memories. 
But it will be more than that. Crossroads 
currently does not have a covered 
pavilion to provide shelter in the event of 
rain or a covered space to duck into to get 
out of the sun. “We expect groups like the 
Boys and Girls Club and school � eld trips 
to make use of the shelter,” said Laurel 
Hauser, Crossroads executive director. 
“It will also provide storage for the life 
jackets, paddles, and � eld kits used for 
our community science and water-related 
activities.”

“We’re very excited to give this old 
building a new, purposeful life,” said 
Hauser.

WE COULD USE YOUR HELP!

P.O. Box 608, Sturgeon Bay, WI, 54235
(memo line: Barn Field Station) 

Or contact Laurel Hauser at 
laurel@crossroadsatbigcreek.org. 

Donations may also be made at 

www.crossroadsatbigcreek.org.
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Crossroads at Big Creek is preserving history 
by turning a dilapidated, yet charming 

Depression-era barn into the Hanson Field Station.



EXPLORE | RESTORE | LEARN | INSPIRE

Family Nature Programs
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Mon-Wed, June 26 - August 9
Topics range from glaciers and fossils to the insects and 
amphibians in our wetlands. 

Friday Make-and-Take: 
Crafting (and more) at Crossroads
Fridays at 10:00 a.m. June 30 through August 18
Learn about nature and take home a nature-inspired craft.

Summer Explorers
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. June 15 – August 17
Join a Crossroads naturalist on an evening exploration of 
Crossroads. Net insects, explore the creek bed and more as we 
learn about the little things that live alongside us.

Pop-up Hikes and other Nature Activities
Check our website and Facebook
Throughout the summer, we will offer a variety of guided hikes, 
bird-watching forays, nature journaling sessions and more.

Go on your own! 
Exploration packs, hammocks, and picnic blankets.
Check them out at the Collins Learning Center.
Starting June 1, Crossroads will offer select equipment for 
checkout and use on our preserves. Our Exploration Packs 
feature trail maps, binoculars, fi eld ID books, bug nets, and more. 
Check one out and explore Crossroads with renewed curiosity!

FIRST FRIDAYS AT CROSSROADS
6:30 p.m. June 2, July 7, August 4
Start the month off right with songs, stories, and education 
at our outdoor amphitheater. Join us for s’mores at the 
council ring campfi re after the show.
June 2 Singer/Songwriter Katie Dahl
July 7 Open Door Bird Sanctuary
August 4 Bear Clan Singers and Dancers

SUMMER AT CROSSROADS
A time of exploration, 

curiosity, and family fun.
Free and open to the public. 
No pre-registration required.

Katie Dahl

Barred owl 
Open Door Bird Sanctuary Bear Clan Singers and Dancers

14th Annual Crossroads Trail Run
Saturday, June 17 at 8:00 a.m.
It’s not too late to register for the feel-good, family-friendly, 
ever-popular Crossroads Trail Run/Walk! 
Information and registration at: CrossroadsRun.com. 
All participants receive a native tree, event shirt and post-race 
snacks. Proceeds from the Run support Crossroads’ mission.
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